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and it will be published in the Federal Register
on September 30.

Memorandum on Assignment of
Function Under Section 203(e)(2)(A)
of the Andean Trade Preference Act,
as Amended

September 25, 2008

Memorandum for the United States Trade
Representative

Subject: Assignment of Function Under
Section 203(e)(2)(A) of the Andean Trade
Preference Act, as Amended

I propose to suspend Bolivia’s designation
as a beneficiary country under the Andean
Trade Preference Act, as amended (the
“Act”), and as an Andean Trade Promotion
and Drug Eradication Act beneficiary coun-
try.

By virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, including section 301 of title 3 of the
United States Code and the Act, you are
hereby assigned the function vested in me
by section 203(e)(2)(A) of the Act (19 U.S.C.
3202(e)(2)(A)), to publish a notice in the Fed-
eral Register announcing the proposed action
set forth above.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

NoOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 26.

Remarks on the National Economy
September 26, 2008

Good morning. My administration con-
tinues to work with the Congress on a rescue
plan. And we need a rescue plan. This is—
it’s hard work. Our proposal is a big proposal,
and the reason it’s big and substantial is be-
cause we got a big problem.

We also need to move quickly. Now, any
time you have a plan this big, that is moving
this quickly, that requires legislative ap-
proval, it creates challenges. Members want
to be heard. They want to be able to express
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their opinions, and they should be allowed
to express their opinions.

There are disagreements over aspects of
the rescue plan, but there is no disagreement
that something substantial must be done.
The legislative process is sometimes not very
pretty, but we are going to get a package
passed. We will rise to the occasion. Repub-
licans and Democrats will come together and
pass a substantial rescue plan.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:40 a.m. on the
Colonnade at the White House. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of these remarks.

Remarks on the United States Ocean
Action Plan
September 26, 2008

Thank you all. Thank you, Secretary
Clough, for the introduction. And congratu-
lations on the opening of the Sant Ocean
Hall, which, by the way, opens tomorrow
morning at 11 o’clock. The Secretary and I
just had a fabulous tour. These exhibits in
this hall will remind people that our oceans
are vital for our planet. This is going to
heighten awareness of how important our
oceans are and that we have a solemn duty
to protect them.

And so I've come not only to see the hall
and to herald its opening but to spend a little
time talking about ocean conservation. There
are a lot of people in this room who care
about ocean conservation, and 1 appreciate
you working on—with us to help preserve
a vital natural resource.

First of all, I do want to recognize the
Chancellor of the Smithsonian Institute’s
Board of Regents—I call him the Chief Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court; Justice Roberts,
thank you for coming. I appreciate very much
the Sant family, Roger and Vicki. Roger turns
out to be the Chairman of the Institute’s
Board of Regents and a big supporter, obvi-
ously, of the Smithsonian; otherwise, they
probably wouldn’t have named the hall for
him. [Laughter] But thank you for your gen-
erosity and your support.

Cristian Samper is the Director of the
Smithsonian Museum of Natural History,
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and he gave us a tour today. And he’s a
knowledgeable fellow, a biologist, and he will
make sure that these exhibits remain relevant
for the—you know, for the education of the
American people. And I want to than you,
Cristian, for your service.

I'm proud to be here with a member of
my Cabinet, Carlos Gutierrez, Department
of Commerce, which oversees NOAA, which
had something to do with this facility. I want
to thank Congresswoman Madeleine
Bordallo; there she is. Madeleine, good to
see you; thank you for coming. She is from
Guam. I appreciate the winners of the Na-
tional Ocean Art Contest who are here today;
that would be you all.

I'm about to talk about some policy we've
been implementing, and I want to thank all
those in the room for helping. There’s a lot
of folks around the country and here in
Washington who care deeply about the
oceans. And many of the organizations that
have worked constructively with our adminis-
tration are here, and I thank you for your
efforts, because the truth of the matter is that
we have got a good record working with you.
And T want to share some thoughts about
it.

First of all, you got to know I like oceans.
I didn’t grow up in the ocean—as a matter
of fact—near the ocean—I grew up in the
desert. Therefore, it was a pleasant contrast
to see the ocean. And I particularly like it
when I'm fishing. It turns out, it's a—I'm
not the first President liked to fish. It turns
out, the first President really liked to fish.
George Washington—I was reading where
he one time caught 100,000 herring in a sin-
gle day. That’s either a lot of fish or a lot
of fishing. [Laughter] But unlike that George
W., I have not had that kind of luck before.
[Laughter]

America is a maritime nation. Obviously
the—protecting the oceans are in our inter-
est. It turns out that commercial and rec-
reational fishing add more than $76 billion
to our economy every year. Seaport-related
businesses add an estimated $2 trillion in
economic activity. And the oceans are impor-
tant for our economic, you know, as an eco-
nomic lifeline. Theyre important to our
economy. Seas also offer limitless opportuni-
ties for recreation and transportation and
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education and research. It all adds up to the
fact we got to be good stewards.

And so we developed what we've called
the Ocean Action Plan. I'm a guy who likes—
when people walk into my office, I like to
say, you know, what are the specific steps,
and how are we doing at achieving them?
This particular plan started off with 88 dif-
ferent points of action, expectations; we've
met 87 of them. When the Senate passes a
treaty, we will have met 88 of them. And
it's—[applause].

Many of you in this room helped develop
the plan. Many of you helped implement the
plan, and I thank you. The goal was to make
our oceans coasts and Great Lakes cleaner,
healthier, and more productive. I want to
spend a little time talking about some of the
successes.

Under the Ocean Action Plan, we've
worked to stop overfishing. Last year, I
issued an Executive order protecting two of
our Nation’s most popular game fish, striped
bass and red drum. I signed important legis-
lation reauthorizing the Magnuson-Steven-
son [Magnuson-Stevens] * Act, which sets a
firm deadline to end overfishing in America
by 2011. Many in this hall helped pass that
piece of legislation, and I thank you. Thanks
to these and other efforts, we are beginning
to see good progress toward ending over-
fishing.

At the beginning of my administration, 44
fish stocks were listed as overfished. Today,
almost half of those stocks are no longer on
the list. That’s good news. Along the way,
we've stepped up our efforts to identify addi-
tional fish stocks that are at risk, and we’re
going to take steps to protect them.

We're protecting and restoring vital wet-
land and marine habitats. In 2004, I set a
goal of restoring, improving, and protecting
3 million acres of interior and coastal wet-
lands in 5 years. We met that goal 1 year
ahead of schedule. This effort includes our
watershed restoration project in the Florida
Everglades, which is the largest in the world.
During my administration, we have put two-
thirds of Federal waters, about 2.3 million
square nautical miles, off-limits to harmful

* White House correction.
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bottom-trawling and dredging. We care what
happens in the oceans.

We made a special effort to protect the
tropical forests of the sea, coral reefs. Some
of the most spectacular reefs are found in
the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands Marine
National Monument, which I created in June
of 2006, thanks to the efforts of many in this
hall. This monument is the world’s largest
fully protected marine conservation area, and
it covers more than 7,000 marine species, a
quarter of which are found nowhere else on
Earth.

We've promoted a culture of cooperative
conservation. Through programs like the
Coastal America Partnership, we joined with
State and local governments, fishermen and
tribal leaders and tens of thousands of volun-
teers to improve conservation from the Great
Lakes to the gulf coast. One project, which
is dear to my heart, is when folks from the
private sector helped to restore 10,000 acres
of tidal wetlands in my home State. For dec-
ades, this area could be the equivalent of a
dust bowl, just neglected. Today, it’s a thriv-
ing ecosystem filled with shorebirds and
abundant fish.

Cooperative conservation works; it makes
sense. It’s a strategy that’s easy to implement
when you find people willing to step up and
do their part.

We're increasing international cooperation
to protect the ocean environment that affects
all nations. Through the Coral Triangle Ini-
tiative, we're working with nations like Indo-
nesia and Malaysia and the Philippines and
Australia to identify and eliminate the threats
to tropical reefs. President Yudhoyono of In-
donesia gets a lot of credit for this initiative.
He is bound and determined to protect coral
reefs around his nation, and we are bound
and determined to help him do so by pro-
viding money, strategy, expertise, and en-
couragement. At the United Nations, we suc-
ceeded in passing a resolution to help protect
fish stocks and marine habitats from destruc-
tive fishing practices.

A lot of our citizens don’t understand
what’s taking place in parts of the world, but
people use dynamite to fish, or they poison
the fish stocks in order to net them, or they
use destructive bottom-trawling. And we're
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using our influence to stop those kind of
practices.

We're expanding ocean research. There is
more left to learn about the oceans; there’s
probably more to learn about the oceans than
we need to learn about the Moon—or that
we know about the Moon. And so to help
unlock these mysteries, we’ve launched a 10-
year Ocean Research Priorities Plan. Re-
search supported by the plan is helping to
reduce shipping’s impact on the environ-
ment, improve our understanding of impor-
tant ocean conditions like red tides, teach us
more about the oceans’ role in climate
change, and improve our ability to protect
Americans from natural disasters like hurri-
canes and tsunamis.

We're expanding educational programs to
teach citizens more about the oceans. The
truth of the matter is, there’s a knowledge
gap between what scientists and biologists
understand about oceans and what our citi-
zens understand about it. So we’ve ensured
that teachers and students and the public
have access to the most up-to-date marine
science. Laura was particularly moved when
she went out to the Hawaiian National
Monument to learn about the effects of de-
bris—you know, people just dropping stuff
all over their boats, and it gets in these cur-
rents and kills birds and clogs the ecosystem.
She’s been very active about educating the
young and old about the importance of mak-
ing sure we're wise about marine—not—
stopping marine debris. The Coastal Eco-
system Learning Center network is a inter-
esting, innovative idea where the public can
learn hands on about sea life at more than
20 of America’s top aquariums. So there will
be kiosks in each aquarium that are con-
nected to here, as well as around the Nation,
and people can get information at their fin-
gertips.

The great achievement, of course, is this
new hall. It’s built through a partnership be-
tween NOAA and the Smithsonian. It’s going
to introduce visitors to all kinds of interesting
things: prehistoric predators; what life is like
around the coral reef; an animated display
of the oceans’” impact on the global environ-
ment. It’s worthwhile for our citizens to come
here. I think you're going to learn a lot. As
part of the exhibit’s opening, a half-mile-long
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mural of ocean art by children from 110
countries will show visitors to the National
Mall the beauty of sea life around the world.
And of course, we thank those artists. My
favorite exhibit was the 24-foot giant squid.
That's—the squid was brought all the way
from Spain as a joint operation between the
Navy and the Air Force—[laughter]—appro-
priately called Operation Calamari. [Laugh-
ter] I do want to thank our military for bring-
ing the deal here. It is—[laughter]—it’s
worth looking at it. [Laughter] Admiral, I
don’t know if you had anything to do with
it, but it's—if you did, it must have been a
heck of an operation. [Laughter]

And then people are going to come here
and they’re going to be amazed to see a 45-
foot replica of a female Right Whale. There
are fewer than 400 North Atlantic Right
Whales left in the world. And the model in
this hall is inspired by a whale that got tan-
gled in fishing gear, but got herself free. She
was given the appropriate name of Phoenix.
And under the Ocean Action Plan, we've
worked hard to protect whales like her. Part
of the 88 different actions we've taken was
to work on smart whale policy. And people
in this room have helped. For example, we
now require fishermen to use more whale-
friendly gear. Based on a careful study of
where Right Whales and ships are most likely
to collide, we've rerouted the shipping lanes
near Boston Harbor. The action reduced the
danger to Right Whales like the Phoenix by
nearly 60 percent.

And there are going to be new regulations
that will be coming to be shortly that require
ships to slow down as they approach seaports
where these whales are likely to be.

In all these ways, the Ocean Action Plan
is helping to protect our planet’s most essen-
tial natural resource. Yet we're going to do
more. And so I've asked—I've told people
I'm sprinting to the finish; I mean, 4 months,
you can actually get a lot done. And so T've
asked the Secretaries of the Interior, Com-
merce, and Defense as well as the CEQ
Chairman to work to find additional areas in
the Pacific that could be eligible for Federal
protection. We will improve our wetlands
work by protecting, restoring, and improving
an additional 4 million acres. It’s important
to set clear goals. We have set clear goals
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in this administration, we have met those
goals, and, in this case, we're setting a new
goal. We will expand the Monterey Bay Na-
tional Marine Sanctuary to include the Da-
vidson Seamount. This 585-square-nautical-
mile addition will safeguard one of the largest
known seamounts in U.S. waters, and it will
protect an extraordinary array of ocean crea-
tures.

All Americans have a responsibility and ob-
ligation to be good stewards of our environ-
ment. And one person who understands that
is Pietro Parravano. I met Pietro today. He
is a commercial fisherman in Half Moon Bay,
California. He was as excited to see this ex-
hibit as I was. When a project to expand the
nearby Port of Oakland threatened the bay’s
fishing grounds, Pietro helped broker an
agreement that allowed the expansion of the
port while protecting Half Moon Bay. Pietro
has continued his cooperative conservation
work at the local, State, and Federal and
international levels. This fisherman has been
honored by NOAA and the EPA. He says:
“Conservation needs to be everyone’s pri-
ority, because the oceans belong to all Ameri-
cans.”

I don’t know where you are, Pietro, but—
somewhere around here—wherever you
are—there he is. Thanks, Pietro. Only in
America. We're sure glad you're here, and
thanks for your work. Like, people—Pietro
shows that, you know, you can make a dif-
ference in your communities; it’s just not all
that hard. And part of the purpose of this
fantastic facility is to encourage people to do
that when it comes to the oceans.

I believe that the research that’s going on
and the actions that will be taken by this ad-
ministration, and hopefully, future adminis-
trations will say to our children and grand-
children: we saw our responsibility, and we
met it; that those of us who work here in
Washington came here to be a constructive
force, to see problems before they became
acute, and we did something about it. And
for those of you in this room who are doing
something about it, I thank you from the bot-
tom of my heart, and so will future genera-
tions of Americans. God bless.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:15 a.m. in the
Sant Ocean Hall at the Smithsonian Museum of
Natural History. In his remarks, he referred to
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Pietro Parravano, secretary, San Mateo County
Harbor District Board of Commissioners.

Remarks Following a Video
Teleconference With Military and
Civilian Leaders in Afghanistan

September 26, 2008

President Bush. President, welcome. I'm
pleased to be joined by President Karzai and
members of his Government, as we've just
had a discussion with our fellow citizens rep-
resented here on the screen. We had a real-
time SVTS with PRT members in Kunar and
Nangarhar Provinces in Afghanistan, plus the
Governors—the Afghan Governors.

My reaction to our conversation is, one,
there was promise and progress. No ques-
tion, it’s difficult. But if you listen to the peo-
ple who are actually on the ground working
with the citizens of Afghanistan on matters
such as agriculture or education or infra-
structure, you'll understand why I said that
there is progress and promise and hope.

And so I want to thank my fellow citizens,
Mr. President, in your presence, for their
sacrifice and service. Three of the PRT mem-
bers are here—Provincial Reconstruction
Teams. This is a central part of a
counterinsurgency strategy, which combines
economic development, education, infra-
structure with security, all aiming to help this
young democracy not only survive but to
thrive, so that it never becomes a safe haven
for those would do us harm again.

I've had a grand experience in dealing with
President Karzai. He and I have known each
other for a long time.

President Hamid Karzai of Afghani-
stan. Exactly.

President Bush. We—I can remember
when I was informed that our special forces
rescued President Karzai during the libera-
tion of Afghanistan. He was stuck out there
wondering whether he was going to make
it

President Karzai. Top of the mountain.
President Bush. We sent some good
troops in and pulled him out. And he has
served his country then, and he’s served his
country now as the President. And I admire
your leadership and your determination to
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succeed. And I want to welcome you here.
I want to let you know that the United States
is committed to the people of Afghanistan.
We will stand by your side and do the hard
work necessary to achieve our objective. And
our objective is for you to become a thriving
democracy and to deny Al Qaida and other
extremists a safe haven or a base from which
to launch their murderous attacks.

Welcome.

President Karzai. Thank you, President.
Mr. President, thank you very much for see-
ing me and my delegation once again—so
graciously, and with tremendous hospitality,
as always, in the White House.

Mr. President, my trip this time to Wash-
ington, as I insisted to be here with you, is
for one reason alone, and that is to thank
you and, through you, the American people
for all that you have done for Afghanistan.
You can’t imagine here in Washington, espe-
cially at the White House, how much dif-
ference you have made to the lives of the
Afghan people by your personal commitment
to Afghanistan, by your commitment for the
betterment of Afghan life, for the security
of the Afghan people, the democracy of the
Afghan people, for education and health and
all that we discussed earlier with the PRTs
and the Afghan Governors.

At times in this, the span of 7 years, we
have come across issues that gives us a feeling
as if things were slowing down. That is not
the impression that we have in Afghanistan.
Afghanistan has made progress that we
would have not been able to make in 50 years
or 60 years—what you have done in the past
6 or 7 years. We have rebuilt in 4 years more
than 3,500 of our roads. We have millions
of children. We have more than 85,000 of
our babies, infants, and children now saved
each year. Infant mortality is down; health
care from 9 percent to 85 percent. National
reserves, I will share that for you now, from
$180 million of 2002 to $3.5 billion today—
over $3 billion today.

Life is better. Of course we have chal-
lenges, and the challenges will continue to
face us as we move ahead. The success is
already there; the success will be completed.
You will be leaving office, Mr. President, to-
gether with the Vice President, in a few
months from today, but I would like you to



